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Strengthening the civic commitment of young people
through a Peer led community initiative.



PARTICIPATORY GUIDE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S INVOLVMENT 
IN EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES
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Strengthening the civic commitment of young people through a peer-led community initiative is an effective approach to engage Greek youth in democratic processes. Here's a participatory guide tailored to young Greeks' involvement in European democratic processes:
Youth Councils and Organizations:
· National Youth Council of Greece (ESYN): ESYN facilitates engagement between young Greeks and their elected representatives, organizing events, workshops, and campaigns to educate youth about the European Union and encourage their active participation in democratic processes. National Youth Council of Greece (ESYN)
Educational Initiatives:
· Leargas: Leargas offers educational opportunities for young Greeks to learn about the EU, its institutions, policies, and the role of elected representatives through guest lectures, seminars, and study trips to EU institutions. Leargas
Youth Parliaments:
· Youth Parliament Greece (YPG): YPG provides a platform for young Greeks to voice their opinions, debate issues, and propose solutions to policymakers, with elected representatives participating in YPG sessions and engaging directly with youth. Youth Parliament Greece (YPG)
Youth Consultations:
· Local Government Youth Consultations: Local governments in Greece organize consultations specifically targeted at young people to gather their input on EU policies and initiatives through surveys, focus groups, or town hall meetings. Local Government Youth Consultations
Online Platforms and Social Media:
· European Parliament Instagram: Elected representatives use platforms like Instagram to engage with young Greeks, hosting Q&A sessions, sharing information about EU policies, and encouraging participation in online discussions and debates. European Parliament Instagram
Youth Exchanges and Erasmus+ Programmes:
· Erasmus+ Greece: Erasmus+ programmes provide opportunities for young Greeks to participate in youth exchanges, fostering a sense of European identity and encouraging active citizenship. Erasmus+ Greece
Formal avenues for youth engagement in Greece:
1. Opengov: Opengov serves as an online platform fostering open dialogue between young people and elected officials, enabling Greek youth to voice their opinions, concerns, and suggestions directly to policymakers, thus promoting transparency and accountability in decision-making. Opengov
2. The Foundation for Youth and Lifelong Learning (Ι.ΝΕ.ΔΙ.ΒΙ.Μ): The Foundation for Youth and Lifelong Learning is dedicated to fostering youth engagement and empowerment in Greece through educational and developmental initiatives, providing opportunities for young people to acquire skills, knowledge, and resources to actively participate in society. Ι.ΝΕ.ΔΙ.ΒΙ.Μ
3. Representation of the European Commission in Greece: The Representation of the European Commission in Greece serves as a direct link between Greek youth and the EU, providing avenues for engagement in EU decision-making processes, and participation in European initiatives and programs. Representation of the European Commission in Greece 
4. Former OAED (ΔΥΠΑ Πρώην ΟΑΕΔ): The Former OAED, now known as the Directorate of Employment and Vocational Training (ΔΥΠΑ), may implement initiatives focused on employment and youth opportunities, aiming to equip young Greeks with the necessary skills and resources to enter the workforce and contribute to the economy. Directorate of Employment and Vocational Training
Informal channels for youth engagement in Greece:
1. The State Scholarships Foundation (ΙΚΥ) for Erasmus and other programs: The State Scholarships Foundation facilitates Greek youth participation in EU programs such as Erasmus, promoting international exchanges and cultural understanding, and providing opportunities to study, work, or volunteer abroad. State Scholarships Foundation (ΙΚΥ)
2. Ministry of Education (YPOYRGEIO PAIDEIAS) and Pedagogical Institute (PAIDAGOGIKO INSTITOUTO): The Ministry of Education and the Pedagogical Institute provide platforms for educational and youth-oriented programs that encourage civic engagement and participation, aiming to cultivate active citizenship, critical thinking, and social responsibility among Greek youth. Ministry of Education Pedagogical Institute
3. The World Forum for Democracy: While not specific to Greece, the World Forum for Democracy offers Greek youth and representatives a global platform to engage in discussions on democratic innovation and inclusivity, providing opportunities to exchange ideas, share best practices, and influence national policies and practices related to democracy. World Forum for Democracy
Political Party Youth Organizations:
1. KNE: The Communist Youth of Greece (KNE), the youth organization of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE), operates as a revolutionary volunteer organization. It strives for the overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of a society based on real freedom and socialism-communism. KNE is active in various settings like schools, universities, workplaces, and neighborhoods, disseminating revolutionary theory and encouraging others to join their cause. They emphasize solidarity, combat individualism, and oppose fascism, racism, and xenophobia. KNE prioritizes unity among youth, irrespective of background or religion, in their fight against injustice and exploitation. One of the notable events organized by KNE is its annual festival, known as the "Festival of KNE." This festival serves as a platform for political education, cultural expression, and social engagement, attracting youth from all over Greece. Through music, art, discussions, and other activities, the festival fosters solidarity, activism, and a sense of community among attendees. It represents a key aspect of KNE's efforts to mobilize young people and promote its vision of social change and revolution. KNE Website  
2. Youth of PASOK: The youth wing of the PASOK party promotes social democratic values and engages young Greeks in political activism and democratic processes aligned with the party's principles and objectives. https://www.instagram.com/pasok_kinal_youth/ 
3. Youth of SYRIZA: The youth branch of the SYRIZA party mobilizes young Greeks around leftist ideals and political activism, providing a platform for youth engagement in democratic processes and progressive social change. https://www.neolaiasyriza.gr/ 
4. ONNED: The youth of the right wing New Democracy party engages young Greeks in political discourse and democratic processes aligned with the party's principles and objectives. https://www.onned.gr/ 
These forums and initiatives offer opportunities for young Greeks to engage with European democratic processes from a variety of perspectives, fostering dialogue, understanding, and active citizenship.
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